Songs of tragedy and triumph over autism

Message of hope: New Zealand singer Geoff Sewell, who hopes his new album wilt inspire other familles with:autistic children, in Sydney yesterday

lain Shedden
MLisic writer

THERE have been 3 few pivotal
momentsin the life of Kiwi singer
Geofl Sewell,

Eleven years ago, following the
death of h1$ older sister Julie, he
quit 'his job as a chartered ac-
countant to beécome a professio-
nal singer. Within. five years he
was part of one of the world’s
most successful pop opera acts,
Amici Forever,

In 2006, however, Sewell quit
the group when he and his wife,
Simone Lanham, discovered their
daughter Sienna had autism spec-
trum disorder.

The discovery led them fto
reassess their lives and concen-
trati on caring for their daughter.

Today that commitment  has

Daughter; Sewell with Sienna

led Sewell to use his musical
talent to help other families cope
with and learn more about the
illness,

“It's been: a hell of a two
years,” the singer said in Sydney
vesterday.

The classically trained Sewell is
about to release a new. solo
album, Believe, The collection of
what he calls, ““tragedy and tri-
umph songs", such as My Way
and Youll Never Walk Alone, he
hopes. will be inspirational in
particular to other Families with
autistic children.

The album also includes the
track Sienpa’s Song, with lyrics
written by Lanham.

““The reason we're doing this
album is°to bring a message of
hope,”* he said. *I didn’t want
doom-and-gloom songs on the
album. We*ve had enough of that
from people saving things like:
“You might want to institutional-
ise your child® and *You'll be
lacky if she pets married and has
children because all autistic chil-
dren are inepth,™

The London-based couple, who
own a successful international
talent and management com-
pany, Incogmito Artists. have
spent the past two years learming
about autism and devising their
own way of caring for Sienna; a
process that has cast them about
$200,000. *That’s beyond a lot
of families, I know,” Sewell said.

*But from the money we have
spent we can offer people short-

s, because unforfunately you
pend some money in Ihl:
as; it's trial 'md error.’’
is no cure for the
disorder, which affects the suffer-
er's social abilities, but there are
several ways of controlling it

Lanham did extensive research
on the internet before the couple
put Sienna ona diet free of glutén
and dairy products. Since then

Pleture: Alan Pryke

they have seen a marked im-
provement in her copdition.

*“Wie just had her fifth birthday
party for her and all hér friends

laved normal kids'

and, v, you counlfdn’t

d.l.\hnguu.h her from any of the
other Kids," he said.

Sewell had no hesitation in
qmllm[., Amici Forever as soon as
Sienna was disgnosed
thing happéns o your 1h H
are all over it like a rash,

Now he's selective about being
back on the road, but plans to
tour Australia-and New Zealand
in Febriary with some of the
other acts he' has on his com-
pany’s books, Before that, he has
the honour of singing the New
Zealand anthem al the centenary
Rughy League Test against Aus-
tralia in Sydney.on Friday,
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