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Sewell’s ‘potpourri’ of music
He was the New Zealander behind the phenomenally successful ‘‘popera’’ group Amici Forever, and still leads a jetset music star’s life two years after leaving

the group. Jeff Neems spoke to Geoff Sewell about his current project, Incognito Artists, which heads to Hamilton in February.

:

T
wo days after the dramatic Rugby
League World Cup final, singer
Geoff Sewell is still buzzing with
excitement.

A proud Kiwi, despite being based in
London for more than a decade, Sewell
says it was one of the highlights of his
career to sing God Defend New Zealand
before the Kiwis’ incredible upset win over
the Australian side, the Kangaroos.

‘‘I always say that life is about moments,
not days — and that was a moment,
y’know?’’ says Sewell. ‘‘I’ve done these
anthems a few times now, in different
places around the world.

I’ve done blimmin’ Twickenham, I’ve
done the FA Cup final, Millenium Stadium
(Cardiff) and Wembley. But they’re all
kind of steeped in tradition, and people go
‘no, you can’t do anything, you’ve got to
stand there, you’ve got to wear a suit and
tie. . .no speaking’, all of that.’’

For his performance at Brisbane’s
Suncorp Stadium, Sewell threw the
anthem singers’ rule book out the window,
and — having flown out from London
especially to sing — he wore his loyalty on
his chest, donning a Kiwi league jersey.

‘‘To say it was an incredible experience
is an understatement,’’ says Sewell, back
in New Zealand for a few days and on the
line from his father’s office in Auckland.

‘‘Everything was just perfect: it was one
of those nights, a huge (career) highlight.’’

He’s heard whispers his passionate
version of the national anthem —
complete with a yell of ‘‘C’mon New
Zealand!’’ at the end — helped motivate
the Kiwis to their historic victory.

‘‘That’s what they were saying — I was
really humbled by it.

‘‘We all came across on the plane (from
Australia), and the two guys who were in
the team came up and said ‘mate, thanks
so much, we were so gee’d on’,’’ says
Sewell, now 35 and father of two.

It wasn’t only the players who Sewell
impressed: even veteran Australian league
commentator Ray Warren passed
comment on Sewell’s rendition, noting it
was one of the most inspiring versions he’d
heard.

So inspiring, NRL officials jokingly
regretted flying Sewell out to make his
contribution.

‘‘You’ve got to have some sort of spirit
and drive behind it (anthem singing),’’
says Sewell, one of a stream of New
Zealand singers who’ve made their mark
performing the national anthem.

‘‘I just don’t care what it sounds like, as
long as there is energy to what I’m
saying.’’

For Sewell, the Maori verse which opens
the anthem is no problem.

This is a man who, after all, can also
sing in French, Italian, German as well as
English, and has made his name singing
with Amici Forever, the contemporary
pop-opera crossover group which has sold
millions of albums worldwide.

While the lifestyle of Amici Forever
seems glamorous on the surface — ‘‘Amici
was taking us all around the world, and it
was amazing for a period of time,’’ says
Sewell — it took a toll on his family.

‘‘Your time was not your own,’’ says
Sewell.

‘‘The record label was saying ‘we need
you in America, we need you in Canada,
we need you here and there’.

‘‘Plus we owned the company, which had
offices in New York and Edinburgh, so I
was just all things to all people. . .and
trying to be dad to two little girls.’’

Despite ‘‘creating the whole thing’’, he
says Amici made him feel like a mouse in

a wheel, and while he owes music giant
Sony ‘‘a massive debt of gratitude for
breaking us worldwide’’ a change soon
beckoned.

He handed over control of the group in
early 2006 after his oldest daughter
Sienna was diagnosed with a form of
autism, and has subsequently set up The
Sewell Foundation to support autism
sufferers and their families.

‘‘I think people can relate to the decision
I made (to leave Amici),’’ he says. ‘‘Fame
and fortune and all that stuff are great,
but you know what? It doesn’t mean jack
shit.’’

While he’s no longer with Amici Forever,
Sewell knows full well that his current
project, Incognito Artists, will appeal to
the same demographic — the 30-plus
market, and the Nanas and Grandads.

‘‘I was blessed to have a really great
fanbase with that group,’’ says Sewell of
Amici Forever.

He enjoys the fact that post-Amici he
now has more control over his work and
his whereabouts, and seems to thrive on
being able to call all the shots.

‘‘When opportunities like the rugby

league come up, and they want me to fly to
Brisbane, I can say ‘hey, let’s do this at the
same time’.’’

. With Sienna now at school age, he and
his wife Simone have given thought to
returning to New Zealand permanently,
but he says ‘‘the stars have to align first’’.

While he was regularly urged to tour
solo, the tenor says he ‘‘loves just having
friends around me as well’’. Wary of
performers who do two-hour solo shows —
and risk boring the audience — Sewell
insisted on touring his homeland with
other singers under the Incognito Artists
moniker.

‘‘I wanted to give it the added value of
‘yes, you’ll get me, but also you’ll get a few
surprises as well’,’’ he says.

Sewell adds mystery to the mix,
declining to name the ‘‘most amazing
talent from (London’s) West End and
Broadway’’ who’ll join him for the New
Zealand Incognito Artists tour in
February.

It’ll be Sewell and six other ‘‘guys and
girls’’, and he’s quick to point out some of
them have played lead roles in productions
of the epic musicals Phantom of the Opera

and Singin’ in the Rain.
‘‘The show is going to be an eclectic mix

of classic songs, but there’ll be some
surprises in there as well.’’

Punters should go in to Incognito Artists
performances expecting a ‘‘potpourri’’ of
music including both the popera style
which has made Sewell famous, as well as
well known tunes from famous musicals,
jazz cuts and perhaps a few pop ditties
thrown in — he hints ‘‘a Grease medley’’ is
a distinct possibility.

‘‘The main vibe of the tour is that the
audience have more fun than we do,’’ he
laughs. ‘‘But we do have an absolute blast
on stage.’’

For the Auckland show, the singers will
be joined by the Auckland Philharmonic
Orchestra, but with space a lot tighter for
the Hamilton performance, the orchestra
will be what Sewell describes as ‘‘stripped
down’’.

But he’s adamant it’ll still be a ‘‘real big
sound’’ and says there’ll be dancing too.

Prepare for an old-fashioned good time.
Sewell says he’s ‘‘wiser second time

round’’, and the tour coincides with the
release of a special festive season double-

disc edition of the Believe album which
also features work by Incognito Artists. It
makes sense — fans who loved Amici
Forever are almost certain to like
Incognito Artists.

‘‘Two for the price of one,’’ he laughs.
Who is Geoff Sewell?
Former boy soprano at Plimmerton

School and Havelock North High School.
He is a professionally trained tenor, and

a qualified chartered accountant.
Sewell is now 35, and is married to his

business partner Simone Lanham.
The couple have two daughters, Sienna,

aged 5, and Olivia, 3.
Sewell and Lanham came up with the

concept of Amici Forever in 2002. The
group — a mix of male and female singers
combining classical opera delivery with
the appeal of pop music — went on to sell
more than 2.5 million copies of the albums
The Opera Band (2003) and Defined (2005)
worldwide.

The Opera Band peaked at No 1 on the
NZ album chart.Geoff Sewell’s Incognito
Artists perform at Hamilton’s Founders
Theatre on February 18. Tickets are
available from TicketDirect.

�	
�����
����
���������
���������	

��
��������
�������
����

4�5.�.6
��
%��

�
1!�6���%��%&��
%%�&,,��6
�7
%
����
���%�&,������

8�2������

���7
%��!��&
!��!
�%�&��%���
����
58������8�8�5&%�������!�%
�,.&5���
�����
�����8�6
��&,�7���

�%�&��
�8���
��.���!
�!�&����
9
�,5�%����!
�6��,�,�����
%�����!

5.������!
�2��������!&5.�8�����9
��88,��
�
�����,
%%,���!��&
!�����(%
,�(
����8���8�9����%��%������-
&7�
:
�#&������2���1!�6���%��!�%�8&,,
�
��

�!
����%����
�,��
&8����%�5

���4�5.�.6
�����0�&�!�2�����;%
��8�5&%�����%����!
,8�!
�����
�,��(
�!
�5
,���
%�<��
,,�6���&����5��
�!�5�%���8�&5�9�������%����
�
����%���&��
�8�����
,
������
&����
�������7��
�8
��&%%�7
��!��!5%9
���&%��
��!
�%��
%�6��!���5��
��

�

�������=
����
�������
����&%
�8��5�%5��
���%��,����%�6!��!�%8
�(
����
5�,
����
8
��
��
�����%����,
8��.,
5%��2���&8,
����%��
%���
>�
,�%!�,
���!
�%&5�����,���� 
.
,
?�5�����6��<��!
�,����%���
�.���,
����%
���5
���,9������!
�.��(��

,��(,&%��
�<�.&���!
��
%����
1!�6���%�;%����
���
%���
������!,�
5
,������
6�%�&��������!�%��
7�
6
��

�	

��
�	�

��������
������
�������������
� �!"��������#�

��������
����
����������
�������
�����#�

:�&;7
�
�����
��5��
��!

��,��0�
���;%�,
���%��

�����

&�����%��1���
�+�����2���@9��!

����
%����5&%������6�%�%�&�(���
��������
9�%�����
����!�%���58&�
�9
�!��(��
�!�%���
�5%����.
��
������(
8�
��6
�
��7
���+�%�����6����%
7
�
�
��%9���������!
��
,
�%
�����!

.���;%���&��!��,.&59�0������%���7
9
����!
;%�,�7��
��!
5���!
�-
6�:��(�
.�%
����7
�8�
�
�!�7
�.

��6�����

���%�����%%��!
�����
�5&%���6��,�
6��!��!
����,��%�!��,������!
�7�9�,�����
.�%
�%��,
�������(�������,,��2��
6!�,
������%�,�����,,����7
���7
����
�

8,���&����
��%��!
�8�%���7
,�
5����.,�6��
�,�%���,.&59����%����
	��,%����25
����9�0������%���7
�!�,�%
��%��6�9�6��!�%�5
�.
,���
�����(%�
1��%��&���7
�0&55
��!�%����(
%�����
,,��
9������
��&�
%��!
�.��,,����
,��
�A ��%
������%�����0��B�


0��&55
�3���!��(�!
�5���!�7
�.

�
�&����,���
�
����
��!
�C��-�7�
0!

�%��%������%�������%�,,&%���
�
%
D9�6!�,
�B�(
�2.�&��B�5������%
�&�(�
������
E&�,,��,�����,���!
���,�
0�
����!
����&�����������
�
��
���

���6��!�����,����������,��9����
������%�5
�,�(
���
,�7
���!
�%
����
�,.&5����5��!
�1�,����������
,7
�
F��
�
��&������%��%���5��
��
5&%���,����&58!9�6
�7��
��!
�=��
����8�������B
����&�(,
�9��!

5&%���,�%�5.�,�
������!
��
,7
�
F��
�
��&��������!
�,�����,�&�

���
���5
��&5����

��
���	
�
������
8�
�����?!���%��&�(�5
�5�%���.�&�
�!�%��,.&5�!�6
7
�9�6�%�!�6
�55
����
,�����
%%�.,
����6�%G����5
�!
����%���!��������!
��.%�,&�
,�
.
�&���&,��8
�
��2
���%�����7���9��
6�%�!��(
����
D�����/�
%��%��!

�
�,�

5�����!
��,.&59�,�(
�6�7
%
���8&�
�%�&�����,,��
���6���7
�
��&9���%��
�������,,��
�6��!��,,��!


�%��%��������
%���������
!����
6!�%(
������(��
����
����.��
.�
�(&8�� 
,�
���%������
�.
�&��
���9�,�����,,���,�6,
%%�����5&%���,,�
�&�
���+���5
9�����,����������,��
�%��!
��,.&5�����!
��
�����
��
��6�������&����7�&���
��
�����%���

��69�����

�����

�����������������
����������������

������
�
� 

 ���������!
��"����
�$�
"
�%���"��������

A:
%9�6
����HC��!��
�%��!
�5
%%�

��!��
.,&
%�%��

�������
�&,��&��6���%���


���&�����8
�8,
�6!���

,��!
�����;�
�������!��
����%��8�6��%��0!
�!�%�5��

��8���
%���,.&5����8��5��
�8
��
�
B�����
�!
����������&��8�
�
�.,&
%�.���
��
����
�
!��%����
�?�5
�;%�����
%�+��
�
��
�1!���������@�A%8
���,�
&
%�%C
���5��!
�
��
�����5
������&%���9�6!�
���
,��8��7��
�5��
��!���.��(��
�7���,%�
?!
�
��!
��,.&5�����
�%����5��)"@%
��,(��,.&5%��%��!���5�%������!
�%��
%
��
�����!
�.,&
%����������9�6��!���.�����
%�&,9���I�;�.�����
�%8
,��!��6�������&%���,
!�
!,�
!�%���
����7���	��
;%����
��1���
�,&
%�����2,,
����&%%����;%�:
%�?
�1��9
1�����&��,�����,�!�
!,�
!�%���
��!�

���.
/�,���8���
%��%��
%9�6!��!�%���&�
�%�,�
�,��
%��
��!
�8�
��5�����,��&��8���
7�
6%����6��,��8
��
�
%8�&%
�����5�%�
����!
��&�
%���!
�5&�!��
����
���)"@%
8���
%��%��
�?����%�
�7
����
&�
D8
��
�,��

��,
�.,&
%���&�!�.&���!

�������,�%����
�%8
,�%��
������+����!

F02��%�&�,�(
,�����

��#�6���

����88��
�
�!
��,.&5;%���7
�����6��
��������7

!�,���
�&8��!
�>���!�.����%����
�%!�&,�
.
���%&�����
���6�����
����%
���&%�5&%��
,�7
�%��!����!�%��,.&5��%�������
�,�%�%����
8�,�����,�����7�%�%���,��

�
""����"#��

$�������������
	���������������!�"
�&����'��$�����"$�(���)�

 ����
�!�
!�����!
�6�7
%
���/�%�
��8���&�
��5�%%
5
���9��!
�B���%
����!
�%�!�7
��
5
��
���!
���8,��
���������;%
��&�
�8�8��&,�&�
�����!�7
�5��
�������&�

����!
�8���
%%��?��!��!
����!�����,.&5�����%
5�����
��%��!
����
���6���.�
����(
����
5
�����!
���8���&�����9�5��(
���
����
8�
%
��������%!�6%��!�%���!
���%�&����%�7
��
8�8�6��!������(�
�

9������!��&
!�&���!

5�=����������!
��,.&5��!�%��%����%�%�
����*�

����0!�6��%��!
����%������(��!���5&%���,,�
!�����
��.�,��������5
�6��!����&8.
���8&�(
�!��!5�8���
���6!��!��%�&�����&���
,��6��
�
�
��6��6��!����
8���5
,���������
!���%�����!
�
��%��5�7
��6��!���8���,�8�8�!��(%����
%��&��&�
������!
�����
���9��!
�.���!
�%�6���

�!
����6��%��
%�����!�7
����8��.,
5�����

�!�%�6��!���6
�
!���8,���,�%���������&�
%��0����
����2�����,
��������

����
��!
���,���6�
.�,,��%��5��
����&8.
�����,,
��������
8�
�����.,
�8�8�8
����
��
��*�
�����!
��6�
.��&%�����(%��%��!
�����(
�����!
��
��,
%;
�
,,��	���.�
9�%&��
%%�&,�8&�
,���&
�����!

E&�,��������!
�%��
����������!
��
,�7
�����!

���

���&��
��
�6�,,�.
��
,�
!�
��6��!��!

�
6����
���
9�6��!�5��
�����!
�%&��
%%�&,
���5&,�������%8,������������%(���(��
�
���

���!
�
��B���%�����!
�%�<����
���%������<���

�!
����%�������!
��@@@%��2���!
��%��

��%��,5
�������1!��%�5�%�.&�������!
���
����&��
�%�

��%����
"��

�����������&�
�**������%���"�&��$�
�+����"��������"���"��
����

���'��
�$�����,������
� -�����#�

�!
�#��%
��1!�
�%;��!�����,.&5
*���?��!��!
����
��%�%

%
�!
5��
�5��
�&8�6��!��&��
��
!���8���&�
�����(� ��%���
0&�8��%��
,�9� ��%���!�%����
,
���!
�.������������
6
���
�����9������������!��
9
%��
%���
�5��
���6��
58���!������5�,��+
6
����(%�<�%�7
�����������,�%��
,
�-
7
����%%����
��
������,���!
���&�!��&�

���&����

��&8���������
9
6!��!�!�%��
7
��.

��8��������!
�#��%
��1!�
�%;
�!��5��������,,�9�*���?��!��!
����
��%��%��%�6����
�%�
7
�9�������
����B�5�
�*,�7
�;%�0�!��,�/���
�%
6��!��!
�,��
�A?!��������&�6������������
�J3�
6�������%8%C����7
,���*�
����B�05��!��%��!
�%�D�!
�,.&5����5��
,,�6������%!�
��&8����7�%���!
�%��
%
6
�
�6����
���!�%���5
����&������
,
������
&����9
6!��!�!�%��,�6
���!��&
!�����!
�����%!
���,.&5�
*�
����B�05��!�!�%���
�����
�����(�
�

��!����!

.���;%�8�
7��&%���&���
,
�%
%9�6!��!�5���%����,

���7�%����%����������!
�=��
,�����&%����
&����%����
(
�.����%�����(
�����������&,���,5�%��.
��
���
���
��-��7��������(9�6!�,
�K&��
�+�

�!���%���
 >���2,.&5��,�%
�%�0��
����0
,�������
���
�:�&
?
�
�:�&�
��88
�������,�%
��&���!�%���7
�%������
%���%9��
�&����
����5��
���5�,�������7�%��
��������

�������������&��
������'���

$
(�����#()�#�


